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RICHMOND PEACE RESOLUTION STUDY COURSE 


In accordance with the request of the Inter- 
ational Convention at Richmond, Va., last Oo- 
tober, the resolution m world peace adopted by 
shat body has been developed as a study course 
for the use of churches, young peoples' groups 
|nd summer conferences. The course was pre- 
pared under the direction of the department of 
Social Education and Social Action and is be- 
Ming published serially in Front Rank. It will 
soon be available in pamphlet form from the 
Shristian Board of Publication, 2700 Pine St. 
St. Louis, Mo. The price to be low enough to 
permit interested groups to order in quantities. 


The resolution, which was published in full 
fin the December issue of Social Action News- 
letter, deals with Christian attitudes in war- 
time, the role of the United States in the pres- 
Ssnt conflict, the rights of conscience and the 
task of the churches in war-time. The course 
was prepared jointly by Harold Lungar, pastor 
af the Austin Boulevard Christian Church, Oak 
Park, Illinois, who served as chairman of the 
sommittee which prepared the Richmond resolu- 
ition, Dr. Myron Taggart Hopper, professor of 
religious education in the College of the Bible 
Lexington, Kentucky, and Dr. James A. Crain, 
who also edited the manuscript. The course 
comprises six sections, each amplified by fac- 
tual material, comments, quotations, questions 
& suggested readings. A feature of the course 
is a summary of the history of pacifism among 
the Disciples of Christ, which shows that from 
the beginning of our movement many @& our lead- 
ers have held positions with reference to war 
mot greatly different from that ofthe Friends. 
As early as 1846, Alexander Campbell delivered 
an address before the Wheeling (W.Va.) Lyceum, 
in which he declared that war is adirect vio- 
lation of the teachings of Christ and that no 
Christian can engage in it. In October, 1861, 
after the Civil War had begun, 14 Missouri 
preachers issued an historic statement denounc- 
ing war andrefusing to participate in it. Lat- 
er one of the signers, John W,McGarvey, who was 
for many years president of the College of the 
Bible, issued a public letter declaring that 
under no circumstances would he take up arms or 
aid in any way in the prosecution of the war. 
Benjamin Franklin, pioneer preacher and editor 
commenting on the McGarvey letter, wrote, "We 
Cannot always tell what we will o will not do. 
There is one thing, however things may turn out, 
or whatever may come, that we will not do, and 
that is we will not take up arms against, fight 
and kill the brethren we have labored for twen- 
ty years to bring into the kingdom of God.” 

(continued on page four) 
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NATIONAL STUDY CONFERENCE ON THE CHURCHES AND 
THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION 


A national conference, to be composed of of- 
ficially appointed delegates representing the 
various reiigious bodies @ the United States, 
has been called by the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference and the Federal Council of Churches to 
meet in Philadelphia on February 27, 28,& 29, 
to discuss the relation of American churches 
to the war situation. The basis of the discus- 
sion will be a statement drawn up at Geneva, 
Switzerland last summer just prior to the out- 
break of the European conflict, entitled "The 
Churches in a World at War," and its relevancy 
to the American churches. For the first time 
since before the Reformation representatives of 
the churches of the world, both of belligerent 
and neutral nations, have agreed upon the prin- 
ciples which they believe ought to character- 
ize Christian churches and their activities in 
war-time. The Disciples of Christ have been 
allotted 15 representatives and President H.B. 
McCormick, of the International Convention, has 
asked the department of Social Education and 
Social Action to recommend representatives for 
appointment. Among those who are expected to 
attend are: DrArthur J. Culler, pastor of the 
Heights Christian Church,Cleveland, Miss Ber- 
tha Park, Cleveland, Harold Lunger, Oak Park, 
Ills., Harold Fey, New York, George W.Buckner 
Jr., and James A. Crain. 


CHRISTIAN COUNCIL FOR DEMOCRACY CONFERENCE 


An emergency conference to express the voice 
of the Christian religion concerning war and 
ite relation to the life and future of the A- 
merican people has been called by the United 
Christian Council for Democracy on January 23, 
24, and 25, 1940. The sessions will be held 
in the Euclid Avenue Baptist Church and among 
those invited to take part are Bishop McConnell, 
Bishop Blake, Bishop Scarlett, Bishop Tucker, 
Bishop Parsons,James Myers, Harry F. Ward, and 
others. The meetings will begin at noon on the 
23d andwill end at 5 p.m. on the 25th. A mass 
meeting of church people is planned in order 
to bring the problem of war and democracy to 
the attention of the entire city and surround- 
ing community. Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, who is 
executive chairman of the United Christian 
Council for Democracy,states that the purpose 
of the meeting is to prepare now for the days 
that are ahead and to formulate programs for 
earnest Christians who are greatly concerned 
about the present situation. For further in- 
formation, a post-card should be addressed to 
Richard Morford, secretary, 22 Forest Street, 
Albany, New York. 


FEDERAL COUNCIL AND FOREIGN MISSIONS CONFER- 
ENCE ISSUE STATEMENT ON FOREIGN RELIEF 


In response to requests of local churches 
for advice and guidance in the matter of ap- 
peals for foreign relief, the Federal Council 
of Churches andthe Foreign Missions Conference 
have constituted the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lief Appeals in the Churches. After investi- 
gation the Joint Committee issued a statement 
giving approval to organizations in this field 
for which it feels it can vouch. 


The first of these is the Church Committee 
for China Relief, of which James. M. Speers, 105 
E.22nd St.,New York, is treasurer. The Joint 
Committee finds that the need among civilians 
in China is greater than ever before. Some 20 
million people are affected by floods. From 
July 11938 - May 31,1939 the Church Committee 
for China Relief secured contributions amount 
ing to $359,585.86, most of which came from 
churches. This money was sent to the American 
Advisory Committee in Shanghai, where it was 
allocated, principally, to Christian missions 
in free and occupied China. The goal for the 
current year is one million dollars. 


The Central Bureau for Relief of the Evan- 
gelical Churches of Europe, Richard B. Scan- 
drett, treasurer, with headquarters at 297- 
Fourth Ave., New YOrk, is also given approval. 
Evangelical Christians are a hard-pressed mi- 
nority in some European countries. Immediate 
relief is needed for Christian Czech refugees 
in Paris, for Spanish evangelicals who were 
driven out by the Franco regime, for theolog- 
ical students in exile, for refugees in Swit- 
zerland, and for evangelical pastors in Greece, 
Bulgaria, Jugoslavia and Rumania. The Central 
Bureau has had 17 years experience under the 
auspices of the Universal Christian Council for 
Life and Work. 


Approval is also given to th appeals of the 
Friends Service Committee, William R. Fogg is 
treasurer, 20 So. 12th St., Philadelphia, for 
its work among Spanish and Polish refugees. 
This organization is seeking to minister to 
200,000 Spanish refugees now suffering almost 
unendurable deprivation in France. Funds are 
needed for child care,clothing, bedding, med- 
ical supplies and transportation of selected 
families to Latin-America and other areas where 
they can be settled. It is estimated that $25, 
000, will be needed in 1940 for Spanish refu- 
gees alone. Representatives of the Committee 
are now in Germany negotiating for permission 
to administer relief to German occupied Poland, 
especially Warsaw. 


The International Committee of the Young 
Men's Christian Association, James M. Speers, 
treasurer, 347 Madison Ave., New York, is as- 
suming responsibility for administering relief 
to interned civilians and prisoners of war. 
Large numbers of civilians have been interned 
by warring countries, notably France and Ger- 
many, through no fault of their own. The YMCA 
has been authorized by various governments to 
organize leisure-time activities in prison and 
concentration camps and to Provide spiritual 
educational, social and physical programs A 
minimum of $65,000 is needed for 190, , 


An effort is also being made to provide sup- 
port for the missions of the churches of the 
countries at war. Three secretaries and SON of 


INTERRACIAL BROTHERHOOD MONTH TO BE OBSERVED 

For 18 years the churches of this country 
have observed the second Sunday in February as 
Race Relations Sunday under the leadership of 
the Department of Race Relations of the Feder- 
al Council of Churches. This date was chosen 
because it is the Sunday nearest the birthday 
of Abraham Lincoln, the Great Emancipator. 
With the present year the observance will be 
extended to cover a full month, to be known as 
Interracial Brotherhood Month. 


The Federal Cotncil's Race R,lations Sunday 
Message declares in part, "In the face of ig- 
norance, hypocrisy, prejudice and disillusion- 
ment, all true Christians persist in their ef- 
forts to make the spirit of Christ warm in the 
hearts of all men. With penitence for racial 
bitterness and lack of social justice in our 
country, we must begin by eliminating indif- 
ference, greed and injustice from our individ- 
ual lives; then we shall be able to make the 
church more representative of our Lord's pur- 
pose. And if our churches are truly Christian 
they can fulfill their obligation to make the 
United States a nation in which brotherhood 
prevails. 


"Churches which have been identified with 
majority groups in this country should recog- 
nize on all suitable occasions and in all pos- 
sible ways significant advances made by minor- 
ity groups which are striving to achieve their 
rightful destinies. Respect for the personal- 
ity of individuals irrespective of race or col-. 
or is basic to brotherhood. Efforts to bring 
tolerance and understanding into areas where 
hostile feelings now exist should receive the 
approval of all right-thinking people. Chris- 
tians must give themselves to exposition of 
and opposition to every cruelty and injustice 
which greed, bigotry and prejudice create." 


The Message urges the churches to free them- 
selves from 'the great modern heresy' of race 
discrimination within its own walls, to urge 
the state to furnish equal educational oppor- 
tunities to all races, to work against race & 
color discrimination in industry, to support 
equitable administration of social security, 
to work to make hospitals, libraries, parks & 
all public facilities available to persons of 
all races, to wipe out lynching and mob vio- 
lence, to defend the right to equal justice be- 
fore the courts and to seek to replace unbroth- 
erly relationships with a friendly pattern of 
Christian social life. 


FEDERAL COUNCIL AND FOREIGN MISSIONS (cont'd) 


the 100 missionaries of the Paris Missionary 
Society have been called to the colors. The 
strongest support of the society came from prov- 
inces bordering on Germany, from which people 
have been evacuated and scattered over France. 
At the outbreak of the war sending money out of 
Germany for the support of missionaries was im- 
mediately stopped by the government. Some 1500 
German missionaries are without support except 
such as can be obtained from local sources. 
Special funds are needed for support of German 
missionary families and women workers. The 
Lutheran churches have assumed special respon- 
sibility for several missions, aided by admin- 
istrative advice from the International Mis- 
Sionary Council. About.$250,000 per year is 
needed. S. Frederick Telleen, 156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, is treasurer. 


ON SOCIAL FRONTIERS 


The Supreme Council 33ra Degree Bulletin 
‘eports that Martin Nelson, secretary of the 
-eeley INstitute at Dwight, Illinois recently 
-eclared that drinking among women, especially 
‘mong married women, is increasing at a rapid 
wate. From January 1, to December 1, 1938, the 
umber of women taking "the cure" at the In- 
ititute showed a gain of 90 per cent over the 
rorresponding period of 193%3,when prohibition 
ras still in effect. Mr. Nelson stated that 
30 per cent of the Institute's patients are 
romen. Seventy-four per cent of the women pa- 
stents are housewives and the remaining 26 per 
rent are divided among secretaries, stenogra- 
sheers, housekeepers,andthose who Rive no oO C= 
cupational classification. 

HHH 

February 1, has been designated as National 
Social Hygiene Day by the American Social Hy - 
Ziene Association, Inc. Since National Social 
Hygiene Day was established in 1937 as a part 
ef the campaign to fight syphilis and other 
“orms of venereal disease it has grown in in- 
“luence and importance until it now reaches to 
every corner of the United States. In L957; 
©00 meetings were held across the land. ite 
1938, observance of the day brought out 3000 
oeublic meetings and in 1939 th number grew to 
5,000. For particulars as to observance of the 
day write American SOcial Hygiene Association 
20 West 50th Street, New York City. 

HHH 

According to The Woman Worker, U.S. Depart- 
ment of Labor, November 1949, aCleveland,Ohio 
municipal judge has ruled that tips are not to 
me considered as a part of the wages set by the 
minimum-wage order for hotels and restaurants. 
As a result, four waitresses were awarded back 
wages totaling nearly $600. Charges against 
she two cafes that employed them were brought 
2y an investigator for the minimum-wage divis- 
lon of the Ohio Department of Industrial Rela- 
tions. 


Ste 


The heavy hand of government interference 
aith civil liberties is already being felt in 
Janada. According to the United Automobile 
Jorker, (Dec. 13, 1939), Charles H. Millard, 
secretary of the Canadian CIO was arrested and 
held without bail on a charge of making state- 
ments "intended or likely to prejudice recruit- 
ing,training, discipline or administration of 
His Majesty's forces." Millard is charged with 
making the alleged statements at a miner's meet- 
ing in Timmins, Ontario. At the time of Mil- 
lard's arrest Canadian CIO headquarters in Tor- 
onto and the headquarters of the Steel Workers 
organizing Committee and the Toronto Newspaper 
Juild were raided. It is becoming apparent 
under war conditions neither organized labor 
nor any other group will be allowed to express 
opinions contrary to governmental policy. The 
charges against Millard are so broad that al- 
nost any sort of opposition to war would bring 
a dissenter under its provisions, if that op- 


position were voiced. 
HHH 


The Neely Bill (S.280) to prevent Block-book- 
ing of motion pictures, which passed the Sen- 
ate on July 17,1939 by a record vote of 46 to 
>8 is now before the House committee m Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce. Friends of better 
notion pictures should write their Congressmen 
asking for assistance in getting the Bill out 
sf committee and securing its passage when it 
somes before the House. 


REPRESSIVE ANTI-ALIEN BILLS BEFORE CONGRESS 
a aa a ea AEC ES SSIS) 


The American Committee for the Protection 
of the Foreign-Born warns us that as soon as 
the new session of Congress opens, strenuous 
efforts will be made to secure the passage of 
the 70 measures now pending to limit the rights 
of persons of foreign birth now residing in the 
United States. Sponsored by such well-known 
Americans as Ernest Hemingway, the Wid tem D re. 
Harry Elmer Barnes, Prof. Jerome Davis, Dr.John 
Dewey,Dr.John Haynes Holmes, Bishop McConnell, 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, Governor Olson of Cali- 
fornia, Miss Mary E. Wooley, and others, the 
Committee is at the present time centering its 
attention on the so-called Dempsey Bill (H.R. 
4860)which passed the House of Representatives 
without debate and will be up for consideration 
in the Senate shortly after the new sessions 
open in January. The Bill provides for the de- 
portation of non-citizens who believe in or be- 
long to any organization advocating "any change 
in the American form of government." The Con- 
mittee points out that this Bill is a serious 
threat to the democratic rights of citizens & 
non-citizens alike. Trades unions, language 
groups, churches, and civic and social organ- 
izations, which admit both citizens and non- 
citizens to membership, might, under the terms 
of this Bill be prevented from supporting mea- 
sures pending before Congress which might be 
interpreted as "advocating a change in the Am- 
erican form of government." It is pointed out 
that such measures as the Government Reorgan- 
ization Bill, the Wagner Labor Act and the pro- 
posed National Health Program, not to mention 
the Social Security Act and other measures of 
like type,are changes in the American form of 
government. It is charged that the Bill, once 
it becomes a law, will greatly hinder legiti- 
mate groups from seeking in any way to influ- 
ence the course of legislation. The organize 
campaign of intolerance now being carried on by 
the Dies Committee makes the passage of this 
and similar legislation likely unless a large 
number of persons interested in preserving dem- 
ocratic rights make themselves heard. 


Citizens are urged to write their Senators 
and Representatives in Congress asking for the 
defeat of this measure as an invasion of basic 
civil rights. Persons interested may secure 
further information, including cards to be sent 
to members of the Congress, by writing to the 
Committee at 79 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON CHILDREN IN A DEMOC- 
RACY 


Among the important conferences to be held 
during the year 1940 is the White House Confer- 
ence on Children in a Democracy, January Ish = 2X0) 
under the guidance of Katherine F. Lenroot, 
Chief of the Children's Bureau of the Depart- 
ment of Labor. Discussion will cover eleven 
fields: The Family as the Threshold of Democ- 
racy, Economic Resources of Families and Com- 
munities, Housing the Family, Economic Aid to 
Families, Social Services for Children, Chil- 
dren in Minority Groups, Religion and Children 
in a Democracy, Education Through the School, 
Health and Medical Care of Children, Child La- 
bor and Youth Employment, and Child Development 
Through Play and Recreation. A sub-committee 
of which Mrs. Saidie Orr Dunbar, president of 
the General Federation of Women's Clubs, is 
chairman, will plan a follow-up program for 
members of the conference. 


CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED TO ENROLL DISCIPLE PACIFISTS 


At a meeting of the executive committee of 
the Disciples Peace Fellowship held on Decen- 
ber 28, decision was made to launch at once 4 
campaign among the churches, Sunday schools, 
young peoples' and adult groups to enroll per- 
sons among the Disciples of Christ who are op- 
posed to participation in warm conscientious 
grounds. Such an enrollment was requested by 
the International Convention meeting at Rich- 
mond, Virginia, last October. The department 
of Social Education ami Social Action will sup- 
ply cards to te signed by the conscientious ob- 
jector, petitioning his church to enroll him 
on its records as one opposedto war on the 
ground of Christian conscience. One card is 
to be kept with the records of the church clerk 
and the other sent to the office of the depart- 
ment of Social Education and Social Action for 
filing. The purpose of the enrollment is to 
discover who among Disciples of Christ are pac- 
ifists, to bring them into a closer fellowship 
andto establish a presumption of sincerity by 
publicly taking the stand prior tothw outbreak 
of war. The campaign will be brought to the 
attention of pastors and churches by letters, 
leaflets, and through the columns of brother- 
hood journals. 


CHILD LABOR SUNDAY - JANUARY 28, 1940 


The week-end of January 27 - 29, including 
Sunday, January 28th, has been designated as 
Child Labor days by the Wational Child Labor 
Committee, 419 Fourth Avenue, New York, which 
has provided appropriate literature and pro- 
grams for the occasion. For 34 years Child 
Labor Day has been an occasionfor rallying 
public sentiment against exploitation of chil- 
dren. Despite the gains made under the Wages 
& Hours Act, which has now been in effect for 
one year,many thousands of children are still 
employed under conditions injurious to their 
health and education. There is still need for 
ratification of the Child Labor Amendment in 
order to protect children not covered by other 
legislation. Suggested programs fbr observance 
are available for churches, schools, women's 
clubs, and civic organizations. 


BILL TO PROHIBIT RADIO LIQUOR ADVERTISING 


A Bill to prohibit advertising of alcoholic 
beverages over the radio (S.517) was introduced 
in Congress on Marchl, 1939, and reported fa- 
vorably from the Senate Committee on Interstate 
Commerce on April 28,1939, and is still pend- 
ing on the Senate calendar. Vigorous efforts 
will be made to bring it to a vote during the 
coming session of Congress. The Bill is recom- 
mended by the Federal Alcohol Administration. 
Citizens are urged to write to their Senators 


asking support for the measure when it comes 
te vote. 


RICHMOND PEACE RESOLUTION COURSE (continued) 

It is expected to enlist a large number of 
churches of the brotherhood in careful study 
of the declaration of the Richmond Convention 
looking toward a nationwide enrollment of those 
who wish to be listed as pacifists on the rec- 
ord of their local church and in the office of 
the department of Social Education and Social 
Action. This nationwide enrollment is sched - 
uled for April 21, 1940. Later information 
will be available through this paper ana also 
through brotherhood journals. 


THE COUNCIL AGAINST INTOLERANCE IN AMERICA 
THB LOUNY SS SS SS 


One of the newer and badly needed organiza- 
tions which has developed out of current trends 
in the social order is th Council Against In- § 
tolerance in America,which has offices, ap- 
propriately, in the Lincoln Bldg.,in New York 
City. Organized by a group of distinguished § 
citizens of the United States, the Council pro §— 
poses to carry on education to develop the a-- 
pility to detect and resist propaganda, provide 
factual analysis of and vigorous resistance to 
those forces within and without our country 
which foment intolerance here. Its first pub- 
lication, issued in experimental form in 19395 
ig entitled America's Answer to Intolerance, 
a teacher's manual for junior and senior high 
school use. The Council proposes to make four 
approaches to the problem of intolerance: 


1. Self-examination for prejudice and habit- 
uul attitudes. 


2. Careful study of current propaganda devices 
and their use by organizations and individuals 
to spread intolerance. 


%. Rethinking of American ideals, applying 
them to present local and national problems, 
and realizing them through student projects & 
group activities. 


4k. Supplying factual information about sub- 
jects on which propagandists aremost mislead- 
ing, with emphasis on th: contributions of var- 
ious racial and national groups to American 
Tt fer 


Among the seventy prominent Americans whose 
names appear on the letterhead as officers, 
members of the Council or staff members are the 
following: Bishop Edgar Blake of the Methodist 
church, Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, Sen. Bennett 
Champ Clark, Bishop Ralph S. Cushman, Dr. Har- 
ry Emerson Fosdick, Hon, Josephus Daniels, Am- 
bassador to Mexico, Dr. John Dewey, Honorable 
Thomas E. Dewey, Bishop James E. Freeman, Sen- 
ator Carter Glass, President Frank P. Graham ~ 
of the University of North Carolina, William 
Green, president of the A. F. of L., Dr. Joha 
Haynes Holmes, President Robert M. Hutchins of 
the University of Chicago, Harold L. Ickes, 
John L. Lewis, president of the C.I.0., Dr. 
Robert A. Millikan, Governor Saltonstall of 
Massachusetts, Alfred E. Smith, Oswald Garrison 
Villard, Senator Robert F. Wagner, and Miss 
Mary E. Woolley. 
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